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To the READ ER. 


1 HESE Verſes had been Printed ſoon after they 

5 were written, if they had not been deſign d rather 
privately to Condole, than publickly to Lament ; for it 
is not pretended that they are in any kind equal to the 
| Subjef. But, by ſome Accident, many Copies of em 
have been diſperſed, and one, I was informed, had 
been ſhewn to a Bookſeller. So that it was high time for 
me to prevent their appearing with more Faults than 
their own, which might probably have met with Encreaſe, 
if not from the Malice or Ignorance, at leaſt from the 
Careleſsneſs of an under-hand Publiſher. 


I have particularly Reaſon at this time to apprehend 
the So rue Proceeding of ſome ſuch Perſon, hav- 
ing lately ſeen ſome Verſes Printed, and Intitled A Sa- 
2 againſt Love, Reviſed and Corrected by 

. Congreve; who does aſſure the Reader he never 
ſaw or heard of any ſuch Verſes before they were ſo Print- 
ed, Viz. without either the Name of the Author, Book- 
1 * or Printer, being Publiſh d after the manner of 4 
Libel. 
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When grateful Birds prepare their Thanks to pay, 


| WAS at the Time, when new returning Light, 
With welcome Rays begins to chear the Sight; | 


And warble Hymns to hail the dawaing Day; 
When woolly Flocks their bleating Cries renew, 
And from their fleecy Sides firſt ſhake the falver Dew. 
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Ferſock her Myrle Bow r and. Roſie . 
To tell the Wind der Was, — 


, ee fg t hear 


A not weep?) Who 


dee and Wolves their wonted os 4 


And dumb Diſtreſs and new Onaton ſhew, 
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Nature her {elf attentive Silence kept, 

And Motion ſeem d ſuſpended while ſhe wept; 

The riſing Sun reſtrain'd his fiery Courle, 

And rapid Rivers led ae hair Source; {| | 
Ev'n Eccho fear to catch the flying Sound, ET 
Leſt Repetition ſhould her Accents drown; Fi 
The very Morning Wind with-held his Breeze, 
Norlfann'd with fragrant Wings che noiſeleß TA ＋ N 
As if the gentle Zephyr had been dead, 

And in the Grave with loyd Amyntas laid. 

No Voice, no whilp'ring Sigh, no murm ring Groan, 
preſum d to mingle with a Mother's Mon, 1 
Her Cries alone her Anguiſh could erpreſs ,, 1 el 


1 


All other ng Es T writs Luk * 


11422 36403, 4301 Pony 11%, W 


Hear me, ſhe ad; „ye Nymphs and Silvan Gods, b5i/, 
Inhabitants of theſe once lov'd Abodes; 
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Hear my Complaint you veuld nor 
The Loſs which you 


And mou wilt ws Amjiitar nov u noe, 
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Haſt thou beheld another Loſs like mine? 
Ye Winds, who on your Wings ſad Accents bear, 
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And catch the Sounds of 
Tell me if cer your 


Such weight of Woe; ſich deadiy 8 


Tell me, thou 
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Doſt thou not feel thy ſelf with me oppreſt: 
Lie all che Dead fo heavy on thy Breaſt? 


When hoary Winter on thy” 
His Icy, Cold, depreſſing 
Haſt thou not felt leſs Chilneſs in 
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„to mourty? 
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Do I not pierce thee with more freezing Pains; * 


But why to thee do J relate my Woe; © 
Within whoſe darkſome Womb the Grave- is made, 
Where all my Joys are 
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What ist to me, tho on thy. naked. Head der 9 
Eternal Winter ſhould his Horror ſhed: > Wanne 


Tho all thy Nerves were numm d with endleſi Froſt, 


And all thy Hopes, of future Spring vere loſt; M l 
To me what Comfort can the Spring aflorde 
Can my Amyntas be with Spring reſtor ddꝰ?ꝰꝛ· 
Can all che Rains that fall from verping Skis. 
Unlock the Tomb where my Amyntas lies? pod 
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No, never! never Say then, rigid Ear, 


What is to me thy everlaſting Dearth? #5 Os: 2015 3% 
Tho never Flow'r again its Head ſhould rear. 
Tho' never Tree again ſhould Bloſſom bear,%w 
Tho never Graſs ſhould cloach the naked Ground. 
Nor ever healing Plant or wholeſome, Herb be found, 
None, none were found when bewail'd their Want; 
Nor wholeſome Herb vas found, nor m n toll 
To caſe Amyntas of his cruel Pains ;; AT 961! v6, 4 
In vain I ſearch d the Valleys, ans e 

But vither d Leaves alone appear d to view, 
Or pois nous Weeds diſtilling deadly DoW. ] - 
And if ſome naked Salk; not quite decay c. 
To yield a freſh and friendly Bud ęſſay dq. 
Soon as I reach d to crop the tender Shoot, KD ATT 
A ſhrieking Mandrake kill'd it at the Root. ks „07 
Witneſs to this, ye Fawns of eyry Wood. HY! 

Who at the Prodigy aſtoniſh'd ſtood. 
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Well I remember what fad Signs ye mad, | 
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What Show'rs of unavailing Tears ye ſhed; | + 
How each ran featful to his moſſie Cave, 1 


And ſudden Night o erſpread the darken d Skies 
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The Foreſt ſhook,” and flinty Rocks were cler. 
And frighted Streams their vonted Channels leſt: 
- With frantick g faictul Ground. 


Where many a Herd and harmeleſs Swain was 
While I forlorn and deſolate vas left. 
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To ev'ry Element expos d I lay, 
And to my Griefs a mote deſenceleſo Pre. 


For thee my Soul zo ſig {hall never leave. 
| Theſe Eyes to weep, | | hb 
To mourn thy Fall I'll fly. hat 
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Then from her ſwimming Eyes began to pour, n 


Did ever Branch ſo ſovet a Ne barks dence! hw | 
Or ever early Fruit appear ſo fair Wo 6 nl at 

Did ever Youth fo far his Years tranſcen dds 
Did ever Life ſo imtmnaturely end! 
For thee the tuneful Svains provided Lays; 1A of 120 101 
And ev'ry Muſe prepar'd thy: future Praiſe. lA 01946 arid 
For thee the buſie Nymphs ſtripp d ev ry Grove 2111011187] 
And Myrde Wreaths and How'ry/ Chaplets e 
But now, ah diſmal Change che tuneful „* «67 
To loud Lamentings turn the chearful Son. baA 
Their pleaſing” Task the weeping Virgins leave, igen chi 
There let me fall, there, there lamenting lic 
There grieving grow to Earch, delpair/ and de 
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This fid, her loud Complaint of force ſue tels)! 


Exceſs of Grief her faultring Speech ſuppreſs d 
Along the Ground her colder Limbs ſhe laid, i a 55112 3064 
Where late the Grave was for Tn Vit wo 197 


Of ſoftly falling Rain'a Silver Show'r; 118 eds om O 
Her looſely floving Tlar, all radianit bright, , 

Ofer-ſpread the dewy Gtals like Streams of Light 
As if che Sun had of his Beams been ſhom ;; dT 
And caſt 40 Earth the Glotics he had vm. vob 1 
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A Sight ſo lovely fad, ſuch 
No Tongue can tell,” no 


And now the Winds, which had ſo long been ſtill., "x 
| , Began the ſwelling Air wich Signs to fill; 1 1175 7 08 ; "of 
0 5 The Water- Nymphs, who motionleſa remain d "4 
Like Images of Ice, while ſhe complain d, | | ; 1 
Ver hes der ue 5 when dfeding k. I 


Roll the ſteep e eee Mop pots 

The prone Creation, wha. ſo long had gaz d,. io Zip 00 Els 
1 
Began to roar and howl with horrid: Vell, vas 00 Ai T 


Þ G Diſmal to hear, | E FE 23116 2d new. 6 | 
Nothing but Groans and 8 8 were heard around, by me 1 N ; 
| And Eccho multiply'd Sound. ie Nl 6 avid 
| FFF ee d tool ol | 4 
5 When all at once an univerſal Pauſe nfs 
Of Grief was nude, as from ſome ſecret Cauſe. 
The Balmy Air with fragrant Scents vas fill d, 
As if each weeping Tree had Gums diſtilld. = | 
Such, if not ſweeter, the rich Perfume 
| Which ſeif aſcended from an, T nb ; | | 
eee e,, 
| | And on the ſpicy Pile were new expir d 23 
| And now che Turf, which late was naked ſeen, =» 0 
Ws ſudden ſpread with lively ſpringing Green; Ant 
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When in your ſnowy Necks their Sweers eat, 
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r Give a ſoft Sigh, and drop a tender Te: | 
To loyd Amyntas ; | ; 


And bleſs his peaceful Grave, where fart they gew. 
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